ASCC A&H Panel
Approved Minutes

Friday, September 18, 2015






2:15 PM -3:45 PM

110 Denney Hall
ATTENDEES: Aski, Bitters, Derr, Heysel, Parsons, Taleghani-Nikazm, Vankeerbergen, Wilson
AGENDA: 
1. Welcome and Intro (Assistant Dean & Panel Chair) 
· Garett Heysel: The Arts and Humanities Panel always has a heavy workload. Once all members are comfortable reviewing courses, it is advisable to divide up the work (2 or 3 readers per proposal). 
· Janice Aski: Presents simplified syllabus template. All Panels will need to pay particular attention to concurrence issues. Graduate courses and proposals will now come here since the ASC Graduate Curriculum Committee has been disbanded. 

2. Spanish 4461 (new course) 
· Provide complete and updated curriculum map explaining how the course will fit in the major.
· This course would be a good candidate for GE Diversity-Social Diversity in the US. Perhaps consider submitting the course for this GE in the future.
· Taleghani-Nikazm, Wilson, approved with one contingency (in bold above) and one recommendation (in italics)
3. Classics program changes (revision to 2 concentrations in Classics Major & revision to Ancient History and Classics Major) 
· Very clear proposal

· Parsons, Taleghani-Nikazm, unanimously approved
4. Philosophy/Jewish Studies 3111(course change; request to add GE Cultures and Ideas)  
· Provide complete and updated curriculum map explaining how the course will fit in the major. The document provided is a description of the Philosophy major requirements, not a curriculum map.
· GE assessment plan: (1) The direct measures of the GE expected learning outcomes (ELOs) seem difficult to quantify (for example, course grades often are not solely based on meeting the GE ELOs). It might be good to use a rubric. (2) Indirect measures: SEI’s do not contain questions pertaining to the GE expected learning outcomes and thus cannot be used for GE assessment.

· Taleghani-Nikazm, Derr, approved with 2 contingencies (in bold above) 
5. Music 4679.06 (new course)  
· Curriculum map included in BS proposal approved by ASCC earlier today.
· P. 2 of syllabus mentions that “students without formal course work in business plan development” should probably not select the enterprise option. One member of the Panel wonders whether appropriate course work should be listed here. Then, Panel decides that this is not necessary.
· Taleghani-Nikazm, Sanders, unanimously approved 
6. German 2350 (course change; request to add GE Cultures and Ideas) 
· No problem. Excellent GE submission with model GE assessment plan.
· Derr, Wilson, unanimously approved
7. Dance BFA program change (GPA and graduating grade) 
· GPA raised from 2.25 to 3.0, but grade lowered from C+ to C-. The Panel does not clearly see how lowering the grade will benefit the department and the students. The next to the last paragraph of the proposal reads: “The request for the courses in the major to earn a grade of “C-“ or higher to count towards graduation [is] due to the importance of grasping the course content the Movement Practice (both required and additional) coursework, Focus or elective coursework, and especially the required Foundation coursework. As you will see in the data below, most often the lower grades are due to attendance, which can hinder participation and depth of knowledge, so vital to an experiential art form such as dance.” The Panel believes that reducing the grade to C- would affect the way that students grasp course content, though in the passage above the grade of C- is described in positive terms. Also, the passage quoted mentions that “the data below” show that lower grades are due to attendance issues. However, the data do not seem to reflect this. The Panel asks that the paragraph/proposal be adjusted to clarify the point re: reducing course grade to C-.
· No vote.
8. Dance 5121 (new course) 
· Discussion about why 1-3 variable credits is necessary. Both sample syllabi are for 1 credit. Explanation provided by G. Heysel: The option is necessary so that students can select a credit range that fits their schedule. Being able to choose the number of credit hours enables students to not go over the 18 hr limit.
· Derr, Wilson, unanimously approved
9. Persian 8891 (course change) 
· Why is this topics course repeatable up to 8 times? 
· Discussion about 3-4 credits. It would seem the 3-cr option would only be used when the course is offered in May.
· Derr, Taleghani-Nikazm, unanimously approved
10. Slavic 5450 (new course; cross-listed with International Studies 5450) 
· Ask for concurrence from (1) WGSS and (2) Sexuality Studies Program.
· Aski, Derr, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above)
11. Sanskrit 5903 (course change; make course variable credit)
· Derr, Taleghani-Nikazm, unanimously approved
12. NELC 3111 (new course; request for GE Cultures and Ideas)
· Discussion about assessment plan. Great use of rubric developed by Dept of History.
· P. 5: Class attendance policy mentions that more than three absences will result in a grade of “EN” for the course. This should read “E”—not “EN.” (“EN” is only used to reflect non-attendance.)
· Derr, Parsons, unanimously approved with one recommendation (in italics)
